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incredible, I had always believed all that I read in newspapers.
This, however, proved an excellent lesson. Trotzki taught me
the difference between real news and propaganda. Real
news can only be found in between the lines!
In the end the bust was a success, and its completion a
matter of regret.
To work thus in the quietude of the night when all the
world's asleep, to have this quietude assured by a fixed bayonet
outside the door, to have as model such a dynamic personality,
seemed as unreal as it is unforgettable. He assured me he
would preserve always a memory of " me femme avec une
aureok de cheveux et des mains trts sales!" and on parting he
asked:
" Eh bien, on ira ensemble au front ? "
XIII
Why didn't I go ? I can still be angry with myself for
having missed the chance. I am not given much to missing
things; neither fear nor prudence played a part in my
decision, and yet ... there were intrigues and opposition
weaving a tangle around me that obscured my dear vision.
Vanderlip was chiefly instrumental in thwarting a plan that
filled him with jealousy on my account. He brought me
messages from the Foreign Office which I could neither trace
nor verify, purporting to come from " a reliable source/' to
the effect that" we cannot prevent Sheridan froto going to the
front with Trotzki, but we will prevent her from leaving the
country when she gets back." Whether this were true or
purely the invention pf Vanderlip I could not at the time ascer-
tain*. He assured me that I was regarded with considerable
suspicion, but then every foreigner was suspected.
Two evenings later Litvinoff came to me with a message
from Trotzki to know if I would be ready to start the next
day at four o'clock. I must give an answer in the morning,
"Yes" or "No." Litvinoff sat in front of my fire in a big
arm-chair and I sat on the hearth and we discussed the project

